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SUBJECT: UN OVERVIEW MECHANISM: FIRST MEETING, 

FEBRUARY 13-17 

REF: STATE 28092 

1 . DEREK THOMAS, THE FCO ASSISTANT UNDER SECRETARY, 

WHO WILL BE THE UK REPRESENTATIVE AT THE FIRST MEETING 
OF THE OVERVIEW COMMITTEE, BELIEVES THAT THE COMMITTEE S 
FIRST MEETING COULD AND SHOULD BE ENCOMPASSED IN TWO 
DAYS-FEB 15 AND 16-WITH INFORMAL PRELIMINARY COORDINA 
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TION TAKING PLACE FB 14. HE WILL BE TALKING TO HIS 
FRENCH AND GERMAN COLLEAGUES WHEN AN EXPERT GROUP ON 
THIS SUBJECT MEETS IN BRUSSELS FEB 6. HOWEVER, SINCE 
HE VERY MUCH WELCOMES THE INFORMAL CONSULTATIONS MILLS 
AND THE U.S. ARE PROPOSING, HE WILL IF NECESSARY ADJUST 
HIS SCHEDULE AND, IF THE DC-LDC MEETING CANNOT BE HELD 
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LATER THAN MONDAY MORNING, FEB 13, HE WILL ARRANGE TO 
ATTEND A DEVELOPED COUNTRY MEETING LATE SUNDAY, FEB 12. 

2. THOMAS SAYS THE UK ALSO FAVORS STARTING OFF THE OVER 
VIEW WITH A DC CHAIRMAN; HE DOESN'T HAVE A SPECIFIC 
NOMINATION. HOWEVER. 
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